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● The discourse around the potential uses of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in war, from systematized surveillance of 
targeted populations to AI-guided drone strikes, has 
increased over the last few years.

● To understand how much international allies appear 
willing to cooperate with one another regarding the usage 
of AI in the military, we looked at the world’s largest 
military alliance: the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO)

● To evaluate the risk AI poses to global security – and how 
likely it is that it will be deployed safely and ethically on 
our world’s most vulnerable populations.

● Only 34% of NATO member states have a policy, 
strategy, or statement specifically regarding the use of 
AI in the military. However, 88% of states have a 
national AI strategy, indicating a strong interest within 
NATO to use and integrate AI

● 19% of NATO States’ digital strategies have an 
economic or industry focus.

● Recent trends in global tensions has led to increased 

military spending with higher individual percent 

spending than ever before and general growth in 

publicly announced AI-enabled military hardware and 

dialogues

Conclusion

Only 7 NATO countries have all four types of AI state 
strategies, of which the United States is not a part.

Defence Expenditure of NATO Countries (2014-2024). NATO Press Release. 2024. 
https://www.nato.int/nato_static_fl2014/assets/pdf/2024/6/pdf/240617-def-exp-2024-en.pdf 

Navy 

intelligence

The British Royal Navy has been 
partnering with Microsoft and AWS to 
enhance operations. 

The Royal Canadian Navy asked for an AI 
system that could predict machinery 
failures on warships.

Drone 

development

The EU is investing €1.4m in drone swarm 
tech and AI standards. 

A Lithuanian company Unmanned 
Defense Systems raises €3.2M to advance 
AI-based drones.

The Netherlands hosted a 2023 
Responsible Artificial Intelligence in the 
Military Domain (REAIM) Summit.

Belgium addresses challenges posed by 
Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems 
(LAWS) in 2022 report.

Responsible 

AI 
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